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LETTERS OF GREETING
January, 1980
Editor
Natural Resources Journal
The University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico
To the Editor of the Natural Resources Journal:
Every once in a while there is an event that makes one acutely
aware of the passage of time. Having always thought of myself as a
young man, I was shocked to learn that the twentieth anniversary of
the Natural Resources Journal is approaching. One of my very first
jobs at Resources for the Future was to negotiate a small grant from
that organization to the University of New Mexico Law School to
help launch the Journal. It was, I am pleased to say, some of the
highest payoff money RFF ever spent.
In a remarkably lucid and farsighted preface to the first issue, the
purpose of the new Journal was stated to be to meet the need for a
medium for the coordinated expression of various outlooks on re-
sources problems. Over the years this publication has met this need
admirably, not only through individual articles but through very
important special issues dealing with difficult and important prob-
lems-for example, salinity in the Colorado River, and resource
problems along the U.S.-Mexican border.
The chief credit for this has to go to the editors. There have been
only two, with you, my good friend Albert Utton, having served for
most of that time.
I am notorious for letting subscriptions lapse. Therefore, it is a
testimonial to the regard I hold for the Journal that the set of issues
sitting on the shelf in my office has virtually no gaps.
Good luck, Journal, for the next twenty!
Allen V. Kneese
Senior Fellow, Quality of
the Environment Program,
Resources for the Future
January, 1980
Editor
Natural Resources Journal
The University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico
To the Editor of the Natural Resources Journal:
With considerable foresight and wisdom, the School of Law of the
University of New Mexico established, in 1961, the Natural Re-
sources Journal. This unique review anticipated by about ten years
our now universal concern over conservation and rational use of
natural resources, environmental degradation, and resource scarcities.
The perception that the isolated specialist cannot deal with the
diverse facets of the complex problems associated with natural re-
sources led to an interdisciplinary focus, with pages open to ecolo-
gists, economists, lawyers, engineers, administrators, scientists,
sociologists, and other professionals, and evidenced the need for
collaboration between experts of many disciplines.
My first contact with the Journal occurred in 1972 when I was
invited to participate in a symposium organized to discuss U.S.-
Mexico transboundary resources, focusing at that time on ground
and surface waters and the air shed. Since then I have been aware
that this publication constitutes an indispensable tool for the inter-
national lawyer concerned with problems involving transboundary
pollution and common resources.
Through unbiased presentation of technical information contained
in articles by professionals from many countries interested in the fate
of transboundary resources, the Journal makes a valuable contribu-
tion to international cooperation and understanding, -and its con-
tribution to policy makers really is meritorious.
The first twenty years of the Journal have been highly successful;
we expect that it will continue to grow and provide an open forum
for scholars of all nations to contribute their particular expertise to
the larger picture. Long live the Journal!
Lic. Cesar Sepulveda, Director
Instituto Mexicano Matias Romero de Estudios
Diplomaticos, Mexico 2, D.F.
January, 1980
Editor
Natural Resources Journal
The University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico
To the Editor of the Natural Resources Journal:
"[T]o revive the Ionian notion of unitary knowledge," an idea
referred to by Jack Kroner in the Foreword to Volume 1, No. 1 of
the Natural Resources Journal, ought to be the main challenge of,
scholars and government and private sector leaders during the decade
of the 1980's.
In 1960 the Journal set as its aim the support of "unitary knowl-
edge" by providing a "medium for the coordinated expression of
various outlooks on resources problems in particular." While I believe
it has had unqualified success in achieving its self-established aim,
specialization and incrementalism still remain the bases for most
natural resource decision processes.
True, some impressive steps have been taken in the direction
charted by the Journal during the past twenty years. The National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, the Congressional Office of Tech-
nology Assessment of 1974, and the rise of university Science,
Technology, and Society programs have broadened horizons. The
Policy Studies Organization and its seven year old Journal have
added new thrusts.
But the Environmental Protection Agency barely is getting around
to linking its several programs into a related whole-an idea that was
one of the principal elements used to argue for an EPA at the time of
its establishment not quite a decade ago. Similarly, while the concept
of ecosystem (integrated) management of the Great Lakes has been
acknowledged as a policy by the International Joint Commission, the
two country partners have moved slowly in implementing tasks. And
when the Rockefeller Foundation fielded and funded an innovative
and challenging three-year study to develop an overview of the mani-
fold environmental problems of the Hudson River Basin, despite the
substantial documentation in the study for integrated environmental
management and the need for further demonstration type research,
there was a lack of unanimity on the part of the members of the
Foundation's scientific advisory review board concerning the need
for continuing effort to test or achieve the essential recommenda-
tions of the study. When the integrated Basin Study was reported to
a Subcommittee of the House Committee on Science and Technol-
ogy chaired by Congressman Brown (California), he admitted to his
own interest and concern but noted he found little sympathy or
ability to deal with "integrated," "unitary," or "holistic" approaches
by executive agencies.
The elements to consider in problem solving, particularly from a
policy context, include a value perspective, the social (historical,
social, economic) context, scientific and technological issues, politi-
cal and legal issues, cost/benefit analyses from an economic, social,
and value perspective, and a consideration for means of implemen-
tation/delivery.
The Natural Resources Journal has provided an important model
for the presentation of these kinds of elements. During the next
decade its importance will grow as a stimulus to its original aim-to
overcome academic specialization and to continue to emphasize the
notion that "resource problems are so complex that traditional lines
of approach" are inadequate.
Leonard B. Dworsky, Professor
Cornell University, School of
Civil & Environmental Engineering
January, 1980
Editor
Natural Resources Journal
The University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico
To the Editor of the Natural Resources Journal:
Twenty years ago there was a great need in the developing field of
natural resources law for a publication that would encourage and
disseminate outstanding legal scholarship. The Natural Resources
Journal was conceived to fill that need and it has performed its
function admirably. For the two decades following its initial article
on peaceful uses of nuclear energy it has published superior articles
on natural resources law. As the country moved through a period of
transition from a philosophy that supported environmental exploita-
tion to a recognition of the overwhelming need to protect the valu-
able, dwindling natural resources of this earth, the Journal has led
the way. Articles published in the Journal have highlighted the way
toward urgently needed protection. Under its inspired leadership, it
continues in that role at a time when a national energy shortage is
causing many other leaders to question the desirability of environ-
mental protection. I am proud to see the Journal carrying the fight
against this anachronistic and short-sighted policy. As a member of
its National Advisory Council, I would urge that the Journal con-
tinue to provide the same forward-looking leadership during the next
two critical decades that it has demonstrated in the past. Finally, I
would like to offer my congratulations to the Natural Resources
Journal and all the men and women who have contributed toward
placing it in the preeminent scholarly position that it now occupies.
You have my very best wishes, and those of the Eastern Water Law
Center, for continuing success.
Frank E. Maloney, Dean Emeritus
and Professor of Law
University of Florida
January, 1980
Editor
Natural Resources Journal
The University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico
To the Editor of the Natural Resources Journal:
Congratulations to you and all your student collaborators who,
dufilng these past 20 years, have made the NATURAL RESOURCES
JOURNAL what it is today. It seems superfluous at this moment to
wish the JOURNAL many similar anniversaries; nevertheless, I do so.
It is a very good, an excellent publication and, for me at least, the
best evidence of that is that I always look forward with pleasurable
anticipation to the next issue.
It is well edited, but so are many journals. It has good and some-
times outstanding articles, but so have other law reviews. Therefore, I
will single out only one feature of editorial policy which, in my
opinion, makes the NATURAL RESOURCES JOURNAL special.
That is the uncanny ability (because it can not be merely luck) to
select important issues, work them up, and get really top-notch
people to explore them from every angle. For instance, the list of
contributors on environmental subjects reads like a Who's Who in
this field. The JOURNAL has been a pioneer in bringing together the
views of experts in an international context and in devoting entire
issues to specific topics on a global scale, such as international en-
vironmental law, water resources management, and public participa-
tion in policy-making. Now, when problems of groundwater use and
conservation begin to claim wider attention, the JOURNAL already
is in the forefront with informed opinion and appraisal.
Because, in the past twenty years, the JOURNAL has become an
outstanding publication does not mean there is no room for improve-
ment. I can name two: 1) to have, if possible, more issues per year;
and 2) to bring them out always on schedule!
Once again, congratulations on a job well done and best wishes for
the future!
Ludwik A. Teclaff
Professor of Law
Fordham University
